Camp Birrigai
15 - 17 June 2022

Information for Evelyn Scott
School learners

This may be the ﬁrst time you have ever been on a school camp,
or it might be the ﬁrst time you have ever stayed away from your
parents.
You might feel super excited or a little bit worried about going to
school camp and that’s ok!
We hope this information helps you prepare for the fun and
exciting time you will have when you go to Birrigai camp with
Evelyn Scott School!

Why do we go on school camps, and what happens when we are there?
School camps are a great opportunity for learners at Evelyn Scott School to:
● Build friendships and teamwork skills with their peers outside of school
● Go to beautiful bush locations and learn more about our traditional custodians,
the Ngunnawal people
● Learn new skills and have adventures we would not normally have at school!
● Build on your self awareness, self reﬂection, self esteem and much more

Some of the things you might do at Birrigai include:
Leadership and team building games with a focus on problem solving skills

Health and Movement Activities like:
●
●
●
●

Outdoor Adventure
Rope Courses
Bushwalks
Nature Adventures

Science Activities at Birrigai might include:
● Exploring biodiversity in the local bushland environment
● Habitat exploration
● Bushwalks
● Geology and geography activities
● Campﬁres
● Super cool microscopes!

Australian history at Birrigai might include learning about:
● Bushwalks, bush foods and traditional medicines
● Songlines
● Shelter building
● How ﬁre is used by First Nations people living on Country
● Building a campﬁre and making damper with billy tea
● Pitching tents for shelter
● Colonisation history and the Gold Rush in the area
● Learning about how classrooms may have looked in the 1800’s

Creating on Country Activities at Birrigai might include:
●
●
●
●
●

Clay sculpting
Discovering natural plant dyes
Landscape writing and drawing
Journey Sticks
Ephemeral Art (art that only lasts for a short time)

Questions you might want to ask about Birrigai
Where is Birrigai and how long does it take to get there?
Birrigai is located adjacent to the Tidbinbilla Range and Namadgi National Park. You will be travelling there on a coach style bus and
the trip will take about 45 minutes from Evelyn Scott School.

What happens when we ﬁrﬆ arrive?
Learners arrive through the front entrance, receive your own special Birrigai pack and have a tour
so that you know where everything is.

What do I need to bring to Birrigai?
We have sent a packing list to your parents/carers but if you would like to
See that list, click here: Birrigai Packing List

What kinds of meals do we eat when we are at Birrigai?
Birrigai operates a full size commercial kitchen to cater to visiting groups. All meals provided by Birrigai’s kitchen follow the Australian ‘Healthy
School Canteen’ guidelines and can be tailored to speciﬁc dietary needs. Meals are freshly prepared by their qualiﬁed chefs and served in our
dedicated Dining Hall which can seat up to 120 people. Click here to see what a menu at Birrigai might look like: Birrigai Menu

In the dining room, learners sit together
with friends in table groups.
Birrigai staff will show you how to collect
your meals and how to pack up after
eating.
Birrigai is a nut free site. This is to protect
the health of any visitors who have nut
allergies. Therefore any products
containing nuts are not permitted on site.

Can I bring my own food or special snacks?
No! This is really important. Please do not bring lollies and snacks or sneak extra food to camp. There is no need for
you to bring extra food because you will have plenty to eat while you are there. Food that is in your bag may also attract
unwanted visitors like mice to your cabin! Some of your cabin mates may also have allergies you are not aware of.
If you are on a special diet or need a special kind of food, your parents/carers will let us know and Birrigai’s catering
team will make arrangements for you. If you do bring other food to camp, one of your teachers will keep it safe and
return it to you when you get back to school.

What if I am a vegetarian or I have food allergies or I have religious beliefs that mean I
can’t eat some kinds of food?
As long as your parents/carers let us know on your permission note, special arrangements will be made for your meals
so that they are right for you! The Birrigai team are experts at feeding hungry campers!

Where will we be sleeping when we are at Birrigai?
Learners sleep in cabins that usually have 14 to 16 beds. Usually these are bunk beds. Learners bring their
own pillow, sleeping bag (or quilt and bed sheet). Below are examples of what cabins at Birrigai look like.

Sometimes I need a special blanket, ﬆuffed toy or bed time item to help me sleep. Can I bring it to
camp?

Yes! Of course you can! Please let your teacher know before camp what item you would like to bring so they can make sure i
is suitable and help you to keep it safe while you are at camp.

When is bedtime and what happens if I can’t get to sleep?
●

The usual bedtime at Birrigai is between 8:30 and 9:30 pm.

●

After dinner, learners have opportunity for quiet time and will be reminded when bedtime is by their teachers and Birrigai
staff. These grown ups will be there to talk to if you have any worries or trouble getting to sleep.

●

After a full day of fun activities we think your body will be ready to rest!

Who will be in my cabin with me? Can I choose?
●

Before heading to camp, your teachers will work together to plan and decide who will share a cabin with you.

●

You will be placed with a buddy and with peers who will be “good ﬁt” cabin mates for you!

●

If any issues arise with your cabin mates, the teachers will help you to work them out

●

If you have special requests, please ask your parents/carers to contact the school before the camp to discuss them with
our camp coordinator, Ross Dennis.

Can I bring my mobile phone or electronic devices to camp?
No. Learners are not allowed to have phones or electronic devices while on camp. You will be too
busy enjoying nature and participating in fun activities and will not need a device to entertain you
or communicate with others! If learners bring devices to camp, teachers will keep the devices
safely locked away and they will be returned once the bus arrives back at school.

What if I need to speak to my parents?
In the unlikely event that you need to contact your parents/carers, teachers will help you.
If your parents and carers need to contact you, they will be able to call Birrigai on the landline
number which is: (02) 6205 2006. If your parents/carers have worries or concerns about
this, they can contact Evelyn Scott School before the camp.

What about toilets and showers?
Toilets are conveniently located throughout Birrigai. They are in the cabins, next to the dining room
and in the main building.
Learners are able to use the private, lockable showers inside the cabins. If you have any worries or
questions about this, please ask your parents/carers to contact our camp coordinator, Ross Dennis.

Birrigai have clear and current COVID safe protocols in place and your parents/carers
can request a copy of this plan from school if they would like to read it.
For Parents/Carers - Here is a fabulous resource from NSW Education about helping
children prepare for camp: Tips to prepare for camp

Parent/Carer contacts for 2022 Birrigai camp are:
Ross Dennis (Camp Coordinator) : ross.dennis@ed.act.edu.au
Daniel Manestar: daniel.manestar@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/Birrigai/

The team at Birrigai are really looking forward to meeting year
5 and 6 learners from Evelyn Scott School!

